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is the most objectionable, because the sucking lice puncture the skin and actually suck blood while the biting lice cause great discomfort as they nibble at the skin of the animal.
It is important that the flock owner be able to distinguish the sucking from the biting lice, because in some cases the treatment differs for the two varieties. Lice are only about 1/25 inch long and, while they may be seen with the naked eye, it is easy to overlook them entirely. The sucking lice are larger than the biting and have long-pointed heads designed to puncture the skin, while the biting lice have short rounded heads which are broader than long and constructed for chewing and grinding the skin.
All three kinds of lice spend their entire lives on the skin of sheep, being unable to live more than a week when they are separated from their host. The mature females of all varieties lay their eggs or nits on the hair close to the skin. The nits hatch in ten to twenty days. When the young newly-hatched lice are about ten or twelve days old, they begin to lay eggs and so another life cycle is begun. Lice may be found on sheep during the summer, but do little damage, the winter months being the time when they are most active.
All lice move about on an animal more or less and do not confine their operations to any one locality. Perhaps an exception may be made in the case of the foot louse, but even this one is sometimes found away from its natural feeding ground. In general, the biting lice may be present anywhere while the sucking lice favor the places where the wool is light. Any of the lice may be seen on close examination of the skin and wool.
Lousy sheep rub themselves frequently against posts, feed-racks, or any other rough object in an effort to relieve the intense itching. If within reach, they may try to bite or scratch the place where the irritation is greatest. The animals become restless, and much time is spent fighting the lice that might better be used in grazing or at the feed-racks. The wool may become loose or matted from the